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Al-Jazeera, ORF and CCTV) and public service broadcasters (for
example, National Public Radio, Deutsche Welle, Voice of America,
BBC and Radio Netherlands Worldwide). The news organizations

produce programs which take into account both the interests of their
broadcasters and the interests of their audiences, reporting on both

domestic and international news, as well as entertainment and public
affairs. The public service broadcasters provide factual and in-depth
information about international or national events of public interest.
They are not subject to commercial interests and are dedicated to
presenting unbiased information and commentary. The two distinct
forms of broadcasts, face-to-face and over-the-air, are distinguished
by the medium in which they are broadcast (radio or television). The
criteria for distinguishing between the two forms are subjective and

debatable. Face-to-face: A broadcast is usually conceived of as a face-
to-face experience. In this case, individuals can act as hosts,

transmitters, readers or listeners to a program. This experience may
be virtual (for example, radio or television programs broadcasted

through the Internet) or physical (for example, in-person broadcasts
such as radio and television as currently practiced in the United

States). Over-the-air: Programs broadcasted over the air, i.e. through
broadcast stations, are transmitted over-the-air to an audience or the

public. Radio and television broadcasts in the United States are
examples of over-the-air broadcasts. Background United States

Broadcasts in the United States may include full, half-hour or short
one- or two-minute features. Widely circulated news and

entertainment programs may feature news, public affairs and
entertainment segments of varying duration and proportion. Some

U.S. radio and television stations serve as affiliates of national
networks, such as network news, public affairs or sports. In the United

States, local radio and television stations often reach a level of
geographic specificity beyond the national mainstream media. This

"local color" is available with programs which target specific
communities, such as community radio, talk radio, and talk television

(which may be nationally syndicated).
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